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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Greetings to all at the close of 2016! It has been an honor to
come back to the National Board of Directors to serve as
National President for the 2016-2018 term. As I approach my
15th anniversary of becoming a member of Gamma Phi Omega, I
remain proud of this organization and optimistic about its future.
With our National Board of Directors fully staffed, we have
begun to see more members become directly involved with our
newly formed national committees and that is truly exciting! We
have also started the formation of a former National President’s
council which is helping to involve those sisters to assist the
National Board in our strategic planning and more. We are
looking to expand this to all former National Board members in
the near future.
As we move into the year 2017, I encourage everyone to stay
informed with new developments and projects that Gamma Phi
Omega introduces to improve and progress the sorority. The
next few months will be exciting as the spring semesters begin at
all of our undergraduate chapters. Similarly, the alumnae entities
are continuing to engage in activities and events that foster our
four goals into the professional and post baccalaureate lives of
our members and the surrounding communities. I look forward
to our upcoming National Conference in April and enjoying time
with one another as we celebrate our sisterhood. Thank you all
for your continued support and faith in Gamma Phi Omega!
In Unity,
Irma Amparo Ortiz, National President

ACADEMICS
Based on the grades collected for Spring
2016, 100% of undergraduate entities
were above a 3.0 cumulative chapter
G.P.A.; a historic first for the sorority.
This achievement is a result of the body's
commitment to academic excellence and
its direct impact in academic policies
over the last few years.

During National Founder's Conference,
the first honor cords were handed out to
sisters with a cumulative G.P.A. of 3.5 or
higher.

Undergraduate stole recipients: 51
Master's stole recipients: 6
GPhiO honor cord recipients: 10

ACADEMICS

MEMBERSHIP
New members by the numbers:

72
Undergrads across 18
undergraduate chapters.

6
Alumnae members across
2 alumnae chapters.

Gamma Phi Omega has 2 new entities: Northwest
Indiana Alumnae Colony was formed in May and
Western Illinois University Colony was officially
recognized as Phi Chapter in September.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

The American Diabetes Association (ADA) is
the national philanthropy of Gamma Phi
Omega. The sorority has been a supporter of
the ADA for over a decade. This year, over 20
chapters including undergraduate and
alumnae, volunteered in regional Step Out
Walk to STOP Diabetes events. Over $8,950
was raised to support the ADA.

Sisters traveled to Flint, Michigan to help the
community with the water crisis. Over 75
bottled water cases were donated and $968
was raised for families in need.

At National Founder's Conference, sisters were
offered the opportunity to be part of the first
Gamma Phi Omega Alternative Break Trip.

DIVINE FOUNDERS
AT CONFERENCE

Gamma Phi Omega presented four of our Divine
Founders with their very own crossing shirts
and swan pins. A truly special moment at our
National Founder's Conference!

Bottom photo left to right: Monica Guzman,
Laura Garcia, Veronica Montemayor
and Margaret Escabalzeta.

HONORARY
MEMBER
At National Founder's Conference, sisters
welcomed Dr. Lilia Fernández as an Honorary
Member of Gamma Phi Omega.

Read more about Dr. Lilia Fernández and how her
accomplishments and dedication to the
advancement of the Latinx community have
inspired many!

Meet Our Newest Honorary
Member: Dr. Lilia Fernández

NEW WEBSITE
Gamma Phi Omega revamped it's
website - gammaphiomega.org
and has developed a members
only section - SwansNest!

IT'S ON US

Gamma Phi Omega took the pledge to end
sexual assault by joining the It's On Us
campaign for October's National Scholarship
Month.

Started two years ago by the White House, It's
On Us takes a forceful stance against campus
rape culture. As a sorority, we deem it
important to create an environment that
supports survivors and challenges
environments such as universities, that put
women at greater risk of being sexually
assaulted.

Check out the It's On Us Events
that sisters have done on their
campuses to help stop sexual
assault!

UNIVERSITY
AWARDS
Various undergraduate chapters
received awards in their respective
Greek Councils including: Academic
Excellence, Outstanding
Programming, Outstanding
Community Service, and
Sorority of the Year!

Top left to bottom right:
University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign - Lambda Chapter,
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale -Tau Chapter, Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville - Mu
Chapter, Indiana University - Alpha
Chapter, Illinois State University Sigma Chapter and Northern Illinois
University - Theta Chapter.

ALUMNAE ENTITY
HIGHLIGHTS
Alumnae entities serve as testimony
that joining Gamma Phi Omega is a
lifetime commitment.
Some of our alumnae entity highlights
include:
Phi Alpha hosting over 100 family,
sisters, and friends at a Chicago
White Sox outing to raise $1,000
towards their scholarship, Mujeres
Avanzando por Educación.
Phi Gamma’s president led the first
trip of sorority sisters from various
areas to Flint, MI to help bring
awareness and water to the
undocumented population in Flint.
Phi Delta hosted a successful Garage
Sale to raise money for their 1st
scholarship.
Phi Alpha, Phi Gamma, and Phi
Delta collaborated in their first
annual “Lip Sync Battle” event.

SOCIAL MEDIA
FOLLOWERS
On our national social media

1,339 +

accounts, Sigma Chapter's
post about attending the
Latino Cultural dinner at
Illinois State University with

654 +

featured speaker, actress
Diane Guerrero, was our most
popular post with 150+
combined likes!

595 +

THANK YOU
The National Board of Directors of Gamma Phi Omega is proud of the body for its
continuous successes and academic strides. We thank each and every sister for making
2016 memorable, and for continuing our legacy of Sisterhood, Leadership, and Success!
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